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Incorporating the MK Makerspace

From the Chair
Season's Greetings to all. It's been a busy year at the Shed, with many
improvements to the premises and a lot of new equipment and materials
- some purchased and some donated. We have also welcomed many
new members. I hope that growth and development will continue in 2020
and that we'll see more volunteers helping with various tasks around the
Shed, especially with the community projects that help to raise our
profile and bring us much goodwill.
On behalf of the Trustees and Committee, I would like to wish all

News in Brief
Code of Conduct and
Shed Rules
The Committee has produced a Shed
Code of Conduct and a set of Rules
that codify much of what is already
enshrined in the Shed's Constitution
and Bylaws. You can read and
download the document by following
this link.

Shedders and Makerspacers a happy and productive 2020.
Ron Bowles

Shed developments
Social Group
Since the last newsletter the social group have continued to improve
their environment, with the acquisition of a new microwave, thanks to
Dave Sawyer's generosity. David Towell continues to be the much
appreciated provider of ingredients from his son-in-law's farm for the
regular breakfast club and other food-related events. There is currently a
bid to the MK Community Foundation for a new fridge, which, if
successful, will further enhance the catering and food storage provision.
A donated TV has been repaired by the Makerspace and is now
available for your viewing pleasure in the admin area downstairs.

While we are on the subject of good
conduct in the Shed, please, please
clear up machines and work areas
after you have used them. This
includes sweeping or vacuuming the
floor.. And if you break something,
please report it. We know things do
break, especially bandsaw
blades, but it would be courteous to
leave a note if it happens to you so
that we can take immediate steps to
fix things.And please do not use
machines that you have not been
accredited for as this is often how
they get damaged.

Christmas and New Year
opening and
extended hours
The Shed will be open on 23
December, and for those in need of a
break from the cold turkey, on Boxing
Day, when the Makerspace will be
having an Iceland food party. The
Shed will be closed on New Year's
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Day. Evening opening on Mondays,
Translate
Wednesdays and Fridays and on
Sunday afternoons and evenings will
continue as long as there is demand..

New Members
Welcome to the following new
members who have joined since the
last newsletter:
Graham Walker
Roger Painter
Andrew Hajj
Mike Andrew

On 18th December a large group of Shedders had an enjoyable
Christmas Lunch at Bletchley Catering College. Thanks to those who
helped to organise this. It's hoped that the postponed trip to the RAF
Museum in Hendon will now take place in the New Year.
Woodwork
Woodwork continues to be the main focus of workshop activity during

Bradley Hyde
Richard Watts
Jason Rathbone
Andrew Shirley
Lesley Newlands
John Hensler
Dan Rogers
Corey Christian
Howard Jepson

the daytime. Brian Littlejohn, Dave Tilley, Andy Grogan and Vince
Burgum have been busy sorting and rationalising our stocks of tools,

David Scott Johnston
Stuart Rawlings

materials and consumables, with low-use items being moved to a new

David Albiston

storage area upstairs. Surplus tools currently stored in Room 4 will be
offered first for sale to members and then to other local Sheds and
finally to the public through various outlets.There are plans to replace
the rather tired and rickety table saw with a much better machine in the
New Year.
Metalwork
Sorting and rationalisation of tools and stock continues. The donated
Myford ML4 and ML7 lathes are still awaiting some work before they can

Ben Fortune
Beverley Fortune
Colin Richardson
Erik Crevel
Alexander Rose
David McGing
Timothy Palmer
Ash Scott-Ball
Charlie Dimmock
Lawrence Wright
Adam Bradley

be put into service but the Lorch lathe soldiers on. In the hot work area

Adrian Yardley

the large MIG welder has been refitted with a gas cylinder and is back in
service. Training can be provided for those who are interested in having

We hope you'll find The Shed a

a go.
Premises

rewarding place to be. If you have
any queries or concerns please take
them up with a member of the
Committee. Their names and email

Andy Selby, Michael West and Dave Tilley have moved the door into the

addresses are posted in the entrance

back corridor so that there is more space in the social area and there
are plans to partition off the new admin area so that it provides a better

lobby..

working environment for members of the Committee. Following the

Donate, Please!

failure of the front door lock Jim Morrison was able to supply new locks
and keys at far less cost than we would have had to pay any other
supplier. Thanks Jim. The installation of CCTV cameras around the
building and outside the rear door is now complete. We are continuing to
seek external funding for a new central heating system. Let's hope it can
be done for next winter as the current provision of freestanding heaters
is proving very costly to run.
Committee News
Following David Towell's decision to stand down, we have invited Martyn
Simpson to join the Management Committee as a co-opted member. As

We have compiled a list of Shed and
Makerspace members who do not

a retired Design and Technology teacher Martyn has much expertise to

currently appear to be donating either

offer the Shed and many of us will have marvelled at the ingenuity of his
amazing electro-mechanical music machines. Unfortunately Ricky

through the demijohn or through
Local Giving. They can expect to

Briggs has had to miss several meetings owing to illness but we wish
him well and hope to see him back at the Shed in the New Year. We
have created a new role of Membership Secretary to take some of the

receive a personal appeal in the New
Year. The recommended minimum
donation is £15/month (£20 for the
Makerspace). We do however
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load from our Treasurer, John Orme, and Les Hubbard has kindly
Subscribe
Past Issues
agreed to take on the role. We would welcome more representation on
the Committee from the Makerspace so if anyone wishes to put
themselves forward for co-option please let us know.

Makerspace News

recognise that some members are
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unable to donate at this level for
reasons of financial hardship,. In
such a case please speak in
confidence to a member of the
Committee and we will make sure
you aren't pursued for donations.
Remember you can very easily
donate to the Shed and help it
remain a going concern, by going
to this link. Thank you.
We have also identified a couple of
comparatively effortless ways of
raising funds for the Shed: The first is
through Give as you Live and the
second is though Amazon Smile.
Both of these enable you to sign up

Hacky Racers are cheap, small electric vehicles. On Saturday 31st
August Michael West attended a Hacky Racers event at RAF Brize
Norton. There were several five minute sprint races through the day and
Michael managed to complete every race and even win one.

so that anything you purchase
through their websites generates a
donation to the charity of your choice.
Why not sign up now and choose
Men in Sheds MK as your charity? It
costs nothing and doesn't commit

Michael asks, would any Shedders like to get involved?
The Makerspace have built a few vehicles and would like more!
You don't need to be an expert in any particular field - metal fabrication
or electrical. You could even make a wooden chassis. There is a set of
rules (mostly around basic safety) on the website at
www.hackyracers.co.uk
It's not about being the most agile or the fastest but creating something
silly and entertaining for the spectators.
A few weeks ago, the Makers were approached to help source a new
PC for Shed member and mobility scooter user Lance Howard. We have
sorted out a donated piece of equipment with some low cost upgrades
for a fraction of the price of a new one. We hope it gives him many
years' service.
New members Ben and Darren have undertaken to upgrade various
items with the Mostly Printed CNC (MPCNC) router.
Over the Christmas break the Shed will be open at various times as
some of the Makers make use of their time off work. The Shed will be
open on Boxing say for an Iceland party food day. If you are interested,
let the Makers know so that we can judge the amount of food to bring in.
As we move into 2020, there are a number of events that may interest
all members: Hacker Hotel which is in the Netherlands in mid-February,
which some of the Makers will be attending, and later, at the end of July,
the main Maker event which is EMF Camp. This is as much for the
social side as an opportunity for geeking out for three days.. If any
Shedder is interested in EMF, let the Makers know as demand for tickets
is likely to outstrip supply.
Some of the daytime crowd have been in in the evenings to see what we
get up to - you are always more than welcome to come and talk with us
and learn new skills!
Michael West

you to buy anything
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Recent community projects in the Shed include the production of display
cabinets for the Skate MK exhibition in Central MK (Dave Tilley, John
Weir, Ron Bowles, Nigel Pigott), The framing of a mosaic created by
Newport Pagnell Memory Club, together with a laser engraved brass
plaque (Dave Tilley, Nigel Pigott, Jim Morrison). The refurbishment of
benches for Stony Stratford Bowls Club (Dave Tilley, Ron Bowles, Brian
Littlejohn) and repair of a lawnmower for Newport Pagnell Bowls Club
(Ron Bowles). All of these projects have brought welcome income to the
Shed and have been much appreciated by those who commissioned
them.

There are more community projects lined up for 2020 but we need more
volunteers to be sure of being able to deliver them. If you think you can
help, please speak to a Committee member. Training can be given if you
need help with any new skills.

How about becoming a Grandmentor?
Kelly Israel of Volunteering Matters recently visited the Shed and has
written the following appeal for volunteers. If sufficient people come
forward we hope to hold a group event at the Shed towards the end of
February but those interested in volunteering as individuals can contact
Kelly direct at the address at the end of her message.
------------------------------------------------------Every year, approximately 10,000 sixteen to eighteen year olds leave
foster or residential care in England. Far too many do not go on to
higher education or employment. All too often, they are deprived of
support and opportunity
Our award-winning Grandmentors programme, helps transform the lives
of vulnerable young people through the emotional and practical support
of our older, world-wise volunteers:
82% of the care leavers supported by Grandmentors are in education,
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employment or training after six months, compared to just 51%
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nationally.
Grandmentors provide a vital link for young people as they navigate life
after care. Our Grandmentors come from a wide range of backgrounds
and all walks of life, enabling them to understand and meet the range of
needs of their mentees. Our trained volunteers, aged 50 and over, forge
trusting and positive relationships that support, challenge and empower
mentees to unlock their own skills and to shape their own futures.
We have Grandmentors projects running across eight local authorities
and have had 500 successful matches since the programme’s launch.
We match Grandmentors and young people together at events and we
would like to arrange a matching event with Men In Sheds in late
February 2020. Currently we have a high percentage of young men
being referred to Grandmentors in MK – most lack a positive male role
model and thus knowledge of typical “male” jobs and transitioning to
becoming an adult man.
We are are asking Shedders and Makerspacers to be a part of the
matching event. We will need 6-8 volunteers minimum to put on the
event, and we will be working alongside our young people and
Grandmentors.
To find out more about becoming a Grandmentor, outside of this event,
then please do get in touch with Volunteer Manager, Kelly Israel, 07936
811892 / kelly.israel@volunteeringmatters.org.uk

Membership Renewal
A reminder that membership renewals are due from 1 January 2020.
I'm afraid this applies even if you only joined the Shed in the last couple
of months. Please speak to Mark Sadler when you are next at the Shed
to pay the £1 annual membership fee and receive your 2020 badge
sticker. Early in the New Year we will also be issuing electronic fobs to
all paid-up members so that they can record their arrival and departure
without the need to sign in and out. It will also give us a much better
record of attendance at the Shed.
Remember that if you have not renewed your membership by
paying £1 you will no longer be a member and won't be covered by
the Shed's insurance when you are on the premises.
Newsletter created by Nigel Pigott (nigel.pigott@meninshedsmk.org.uk) with
additional content by Michael West
Contributions to future editions are most welcome

Our supporters include:

Translate

RSS

Subscribe

Past Issues
follow on Twitter | friend on Facebook | forward to a friend
Copyright © 2019 Men in Sheds MK, All rights reserved.

unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences

Translate

RSS

