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SEPTEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to another Coronavirus edition of the newsletter. I’m pleased to say that
Shedders and Makerspacers are slowly trickling back to the Shed as lockdown
eases and vulnerable members are no longer shielding. It has been great to see
several old faces re-appearing in the last week or so and we have also signed up
new members in both the Shed and the Makerspace. We are still missing many
members of the social group however, and this is a reminder that a new area
upstairs, which is designed to ensure social distancing, has been specially created
for them. Over forty members indicated in the July survey that they intended to return
to the Shed by August but we have so far seen only a fraction of that number. If
there are specific reasons for your unwillingness or inability to return to the Shed
please let us know and we will see what can be done to address your concerns.

For those of you who find it difficult to wear a face mask for extended periods, a
reminder that we have a quantity of transparent face shields. Although these are not
perfect they have been shown to offer an acceptable level of protection from airborne
infection to both wearer and those with whom they are in close contact. If you
choose to use one you must retain it for your exclusive personal use. Some regular
workshop machinery users have opted to buy their own shatterproof safety visor.
These are currently available for £6 from Screwfix..

Fundraising: MKCF September Spectacular
The MK Community Foundation (our landlords) are running a September
Spectacular in which they will match all funds raised by their member organisations
during that month with an equivalent amount up to £1000. This is too good an
opportunity to help Shed funds to miss so if you are not already donating to the Shed
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via Local Giving, please consider doing so now, if only with a one-off contribution.
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Similarly those who are already regular contributors may wish to consider an
increased donation this month. You can donate easily
at localgiving.com/charity/mismk

Prostate cancer testing
As men over 60 are at high risk of prostate cancer and we have several
sufferers from the condition in the Shed we are happy to promote this service,
which can be found at mypsatests.org.uk. You can take a test at home or at a
local event. What have you got to lose?

Model railway
Larry Pullen has put in many hours since the Shed reopened to restore the
model railway to its former glory. The tracks have been cleaned, the locos
serviced, the lighting re-activated and the trackside scenery refurbished. There
is even a loco with a video camera for an exciting live view from the cab.
Thanks and congratulations on your achievement Larry!

Shed improvements
Brian Littlejohn has been busy before and after the lockdown, creating storage
facilities for the items in Room 6 upstairs, including our huge collection of router
bits, and for drills, milling cutters and other small items in the metalwork shop
downstairs. Dave Tilley has now completed the work he and Ricky Briggs
began in making a partition between the admin area and the corridor. We also
have a new internet-based telephone system. Much work still remains to be
done in organising and cleaning the workshops, especially wood storage and
the metalworking area.

Community Projects
The treasure chest for the Stony Stratford Story Quest has now been
completed by Nigel Pigott and installed behind York House in Stony. Nigel has
also restored an old tandem bicycle to enable its owner to take her 85 year old
father on a charity ride in September. Dave Tilley is now building garden
furniture for a young people’s hostel in Bletchley. All these projects bring muchneeded income to the Shed and new commissions arrive every week. We do,
however, need more people to get involved in construction. Whatever your skill
level we can find a role for you.
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Fleeces
We now have new stock of Men in Sheds MK maroon-coloured zip front fleeces
in a full range of sizes from M to XXXL. Buy one now before the cold weather
arrives. £20 each.

New members
Welcome to new members David (Simo) Simonson and Eric Wainwright.

News from the Makerspace
Following the re-opening of the Shed, some Makerspacers have now returned in the
evenings. We would like to see more of you and what you got up to (if anything)
during lockdown. It is good to see members back and observing the wearing of face
coverings. There is plenty of space to keep socially distanced, especially with some
working on projects in the workshop areas.
We didn’t get a chance to celebrate our birthday in March. We cannot do a normal
“pizza buffet” but can always arrange an individual pizza as part of a bulk order if you
want. Keep an eye on Slack – a date of mid-September sometime is going through
my mind (we can celebrate ½ years right?)
Mark has been working through the 3D printers to make them faster and
quieter. Paul Morgan is also going to convert his and with the agreement of Drew, the
Wanhao will be upgraded as well. This will negate the need to use Simplify3D for the
correct output or a hit and miss file conversion tool.
Work has also commenced with getting the electronics room better organised. It is
going to be given a lick of paint to tidy it up, and the layout better arranged. Thanks
to Mike H, Chris, Andy and Paul M for clearing it out so that its contents can be
sorted. It is hoped in a couple of weeks that will be complete. This should hopefully
mean the end to burn marks to the desks in the seated area as all solder work should
be completed in there. It is also anticipated that the rest of the mezzanine area will
over the coming months be cleared up and given a splash of paint to brighten things
up.
Many of the traditional hacker events were cancelled this year. Jenny was able to
attend BornHack in Denmark a few weeks ago but unfortunately for many of us, it
was not practical to attend with the very changeable quarantine rules in various
countries.
2021 sees the return of the Dutch camp, May Contain Hackers (MCH 2021). Many of
us are planning to attend again – we need a group build of something to take (other
than a hastily thrown together BS1361A). Maybe if we start now it stands some
chance of working and being complete by this time next year…..
We are now looking forward to more members getting involved and for suggestions
of group projects and equipment we should look at purchasing in the future. There
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are lots of smaller projects that can be undertaken – having a single “On” switch has
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been suggested a few times). We will also be looking to contribute to improvements
to the overall Shed/Makerspace environment.
Michael West

Newsletter compiled and edited by Nigel Pigott, Secretary, Men in Sheds MK,
on behalf of the Management Committee and Trustees
nigel.pigott@meninshedsmk.org.uk
www: meninshedsmk.org.uk
P.S. Shedfest 2020 has now ended but all the sessions are still available online.
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