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Incorporating the MK Makerspace

Welcome to the Spring
Newsletter
What a different world we’re living in since the last newsletter in
December 2019. The Shed is closed for an as yet indeterminate period
and we are all sat at home wondering how to fill our time over the
coming months. This newsletter will include a few ideas, as well as news
of what’s been happening in the Shed over the winter. Please, all follow
the advice about social distancing and, if necessary, self-isolation. Let's
hope that if any of us does fall ill the symptoms will be mild and we stay
out of hospital.

Shed website and other online
resources
Following a lot of work, mostly by John Orme, the new Shed website is
now live at meninshedsmk.org.uk. It still needs a few tweaks but an
important new feature is the Forum. Once you have registered it can be
used to keep in touch with other Shedders during and beyond the
shutdown. In addition, or if you prefer it, you can also visit the MK
Shed’s Facebook Page and leave messages for the whole Group there..
If you want to find out what other Sheds (almost all of which are also
shut) are doing to support their members you can join the UK Men’s
Sheds Association (UKMSA) Facebook Group. Messaging on Slack,
administered by the Makerspace, will continue as before and is available
to everyone. Go to the Makerspace website and click on 'join us on

News in Brief
We welcome the following
new members to the Shed
and Makerspace
David Reeve
Michael; Jackson
Robert Willmott
Andrew Henson
Phil Davey-Spence
Andy Hart
Kelvin Turner
Larry Freeman
Jim Murray
David Bradford
Richard Palmer
We hope you'll find The Shed a
rewarding place to be. If you have
any queries or concerns please
email info@meninshedsmk.org.uk

Donate, Please!

Slack'

Keeping in touch, getting support
and keeping busy
Online networking is of course not available to everyone, including some
of our most isolated and vulnerable members. We are looking at how we
might set up some kind of telephone buddying system and hope to send
out information about this soon. In the meantime Milton Keynes Council
and the MK Community Foundation are setting up local support

Remember you can very easily
donate to the Shed and help it
remain a going concern, by going

RSS

networks for the vulnerable. Visit the MKCF website for more information
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and please contribute to their emergency appeal if you are able to do so.
If you have internet access and are lucky enough to have your own
workshop facilities you might want to visit instructables.com,
pinterest.com and youtube.com which all contain thousands of ideas for
woodwork, metalwork, electronics, craft and other projects. Even if you
don’t have a workshop there are many things that you can do on the
kitchen table or in the garden now that the weather is getting better (at
last).
If you need to borrow any hand or power tools just email
info@meninshedsmk.org.uk and we will arrange to get them to you or
for you to collect them. The same goes for any materials from the Shed
that you might need.
If you have a mobility or other impairment and cannot do much physical
activity then model making, art, and other crafts are things you might
want to consider, even if you have never done them before. Youtube is a
wonderful resource for things like this. I learnt some bookbinding skills
from it and lots of car and consumer electronics fixes. Ifixit.com is also
great for these.
No doubt we’ll all be watching a lot more TV and listening to the radio so
here are a couple of things of particular interest to Shedders.
The first is a wonderful short film made by Roger Kitchen at the Milton
Keynes Living Archive Project about a man (who has now sadly passed
away) living near MK who was an astonishing craftsman and inventor.
You might also want to tune into Shed Happens - a weekly radio
programme (also available online)
The radio show will be made up of telephone interviews with Shedders
country-wide about their Sheds, and what they get up to in them. There
will also be other guests taking part, which may include subject matter
experts, there will some music, and also the opportunities for Sheds to
send messages to their Shedders who are self-isolating. We anticipate
that there will be ideas from contributors on how Shedders can “stay
connected”. This will include examples of Community involvement, like
the Community cards offering help. We aim to have a level of lightheartedness and humour.
The emphasis will not be on Covid-19, but on “Sheds Staying
connected”.
And finally this from Chatterpack - a huge list of online resources for
anyone isolated at home:

Shed developments
Sadly the social group were forced to postpone once again the longanticipated trip to the Hendon RAF Museum. This had proved so popular
that full-size coach had been booked. Hopefully it will go ahead in the
autumn.
You will probably have noticed that we have a new fridge in the kitchen,
bought with the aid of a grant from the MK Community Foundation and
we have also invested Shed funds in a fantastic new table saw. Thanks
are due to Ricky Briggs for researching the market and for making some

to this link. Thank you.
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We have also identified a couple of
comparatively effortless ways of
raising funds for the Shed: The first is
through Give as you Live and the
second is though Amazon Smile.
Both of these enable you to sign up
so that anything you purchase
through their websites generates a
donation to the charity of your choice.
Why not sign up now and choose
Men in Sheds MK as your charity? It
costs nothing and doesn't commit
you to buy anything
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useful modifications to the machine.
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In the hot work area we have reinstated the MIG welder. To use it, you
need to be able to demonstrate a suitable understanding of the safety
requirements. This includes but is not limited to the prevention of fire,
welding flash and the use of personal protection equipment. John Weir
during the day or Michael West in the evening can take you through
this.. If you are working on a large project it is expected that you make
an additional donation towards the electrode wire and more importantly
the gas used. We cannot make you a perfect welder overnight; it takes
many many hours of practice!
On the premises front, Ricky Briggs and Dave Tilley have nearly
completed the installation of a partition between the admin area and the
main thoroughfare and have also expanded the area slightly by blocking
off half the doorway to the workshop. This will give the Shed’s officers
and Committee members a much quieter and warmer area in which to
meet and work.

We also now have environmental monitoring at the Shed, thanks to Jim
Morrison. See the Makerspace website for more information.

Makerspace News
The Makerspace has been busy during the past few months…...
The Makerspace turns five towards the end of March. We had been
planning to have a pizza night on the 25th March but clearly this will
now have to be postponed, although we are looking at how we can have
an online virtual party.
Paul Hegarty has completed a major upgrade of the laser cutter. One
benefit of this is that we are now able to use a piece of software called
Lightburn. This offers much more functionality than the old Windows
XP=based software.Users can of course continue to design and import
in DXF or your other favoured file format.
The software is quite different from the old, so you may need to be taken
through its features. You can download a 30 day evaluation, or, if you
wish to purchase via the Makerspace license, a heavily discounted copy.
Please ask in Slack for details.
The second benefit is that the laser tube itself is now modulated. This
means that during cutting you can vary the laser power to cut more
shallowly or deeply and the laser power can be adjusted for different
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types of use such as between cut and engrave without having to
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manually stop and change the power.
There are many other things such as different raster types etc – all of
which knowledge can be passed on to you.You are asked to make the
appropriate donation towards the cost of using the laser for the wear on
the tube and any consumables.
A few of the Makers continue to make their Hacky Racers. Unfortunately
the first event of the year, which was to be Fully Charged Live! at the
start of May has been postponed . As it stands the first event event will
be at EMF Camp in July. There may be other smaller events before this.
Anyone interested in having some fun with a DIY build electric vehicle
with a £500 budget should speak to Michael West or Jenny.List
When the Shed re-opens we will be seeking volunteers to help
organise the electronics room to accommodate the soldering stations
currently in the main area on the mezzanine. This is to prevent the
desks there getting burnt by the irons.The reorganisation will include
sorting components into drawers, labelling up where items live and
identifying any equipment that is cheap to purchase that might be of use
to us as a group.

Community Projects
Sadly we have had to suspend work on projects such as the treasure
chest for the Stony Stratford Story Quest (Nigel Pigott - below), a mud
kitchen for York House playgroup, Stony Stratford (awaiting volunteers),
and a book display case for AgeUK at Wolverton Station (Martyn
Simpson). Before that Dave Tilley and Ricky Briggs were able to
complete some much-needed improvements at the MK Bus Shelter
homeless project.

-------------------------------------------------------

Membership Renewal and
Donations
A reminder that membership renewals were due from 1 January 2020.
At the time of closure many people had still not paid £1 to renew their
membership and receive a brown badge sticker. Unfortunately we do not
yet have the means to renew online but we hope you will do so as soon
as we re-open.
If you intend to remain a member and are already donating via Local
Giving, please consider continuing to do so. Those who are currently
donating through the demijohn might want to consider setting up a Local
Giving direct debit for whatever you can afford. We will save on some
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costs during the closure but others, such as rent and insurance, will still
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need to be paid and we rely on donations to do this. See sidebar for
further information.

Newsletter created by Nigel Pigott (nigel.pigott@meninshedsmk.org.uk) with
additional content by Michael West and Jim Morrison.
Contributions to future editions are most welcome

Our supporters include:
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